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We must be aware that the recognition of the rights inherent to the human being is a process under constant
evolution and that is constantly updated.
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With the upcoming challenge of celebrating the 69th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we
cannot simply come up with the usual overview of the successes and shortcomings in its implementation. As a
society that is committed to defending human rights, we need to make a strong case to improve, in a real and not
merely theoretical way, everything having to do with their enforceability and justiciability. At the same time, we must
also be aware that the recognition of the rights inherent to the human being is a process under constant evolution
and that is constantly updated, advancing depending on the needs and demands at each time and place.

When it comes to explaining the evolution in the recognition of human rights, it is quite common to refer to four
important historical processes in consolidating these rights:

a stage of positivization where we moved from privileges to rights (we could say “few rights for few
people”);
a stage of generalization where there was an attempt to extend these rights to a large portion of citizens (in
other words, “few rights for many persons”);
a stage of internationalization where the vigilance of human rights was reinforced by international
organizations (universal or regional, such as the United Nations, the Council of Europe, or the Inter-
American Human Rights System) and;
a stage of specification, where a special emphasis was placed on the protection of groups whose rights are
systematically violated (minorities, migrants, people with functional diversity, women, indigenous peoples,
LGBTI groups…).

?However, I firmly believe that the 21st Century must allow us to see the start of a fifth historical process: the
process of interaction in the field of human rights. And beyond any doubt, this process must be articulated through
the notion of emerging human rights. Today, more than ever before, we need to call for the renewal of the
discourse upholding human rights and for this new discourse to bring into question, shake up and revolutionize the
code of values that we have accepted until present. Emerging human rights are not just utopian aspirations; they
constitute reactions against an unsatisfactory status quo. Emerging human rights are, in reality, an implicit criticism
and an attempt by social institutions to reclaim a real and concrete emancipation project that is capable of altering
the universe of human rights.

Emerging human rights must allow us to build, reconstruct, reform and build the foundations for human rights in the
21st Century, reclaiming “many rights for many people”. This vision of human rights must interact and must be
grounded in the notion of democracy, but not only representative democracy (which we are made to believe is the
only one possible), but also the other dimensions of democracy so often forgotten: equalitarian democracy, plural
democracy, parity democracy, participatory democracy, solidarity-based democracy, and a democracy providing
full guarantees.

The emergence of this concept will allow us to see its triple dimension: new rights (a basic income, a dignified
death, the right to migrate or to universal mobility, rights relating to sexual orientation), an extension to the contents
of the rights as we know them today (the right to health, to healthcare and medicines, the right to vital security, the
right to interculturality) and the extension of certain rights for groups that have traditionally been deprived of them
(the right for same-sex couples to marry, the right to vote for migrants). The discourse of emerging human rights is
therefore a renovating discourse that, whilst acknowledging what has been achieved until now, also provides an
answer to the claims of local, state and international actors that up till now have had little or no saying in the
shaping of human rights norms.

At the same time this is a space to denounce, that warns us of the need for interaction between rights and duties
(there can be no human rights without institutions to ensure their enforceability), and of the importance of doing all
we can to prevent human rights’ violations rather than impose sanctions; it reminds us of the absurdity of
confronting concepts to look for unnecessary confrontations in the field of human rights (freedom/security, the
West/Islam) and of the attempt to commodify human rights (their implementation must be justified based on the
needs and not the costs).

There reasons, and many others, move us to celebrate not only the anniversary of the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, but also 10 years since the adoption, in Monterrey, of the Universal Declaration of
Emerging Rights, where the trans-national civil society reclaimed a mixed and feminist conception of human rights
to move forward towards a real global justice.
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